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We are happy that the delegation of Yugoslav 
journalists has come and paid a visit to Democratic 
Kampuchea. This visit will strengthen the tics of friend- 
ship between our two countries and peoples. Like 
Kampuchea, Yugoslavia is a non-aligned country and has 
always resolutely defended its independence. Therefore, 
ihe friendship between our two countries lays on a same 
basis . 



We have respect and affection for comrade 
President Tito and the friendly peoples of Yugoslavia. 
Comrade President Tito and Yugoslav peoples have 
always extended to us support and aid. We have great 
sympathy for President Tito and the peoples of Yugoslav! 
We would like to express to them our thanks. 




a . 



I was in Yugoslavia. It was in 1950, in 
Zagreb, in a brigade of workers. So, I feel great sym 
pathy for President Tito and the Yugoslav peoples. 



You are now in Kampuchea as friends. 
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First questi on: Respected comrade Pol Pot, 
you are going, soon, to celebrate the third 
anniversary of the liberation of your country. 
Please tell us what are the outstanding 
achievements in national edification during 
"hose past three years. 

nswer ': It is a pleasure for me to answer your ques- 
tion. During these nearly paat three years, 

v. have jot a number of s ti'sfactory results in the res- 
t irati >n and edification of our country. But, first of all, 
I v ould like t ) say that we still have a lot of work to do. 



The first outstanding result is that we have sol- 
ved the agricultural problem, especially in rice-grd« 
wing. To have the problem jI rice production colved 
Means to have enough rice to feed our people. In 1976, 
kv planned to get a yield of 3 tons of paddy per hectare. 
" e achieved 80 to 90 per cent of this objective, which 
ill )wed us t) solve the living conditions of our people 
iirI also to export rice. In 1977, we planned a yield of 
I tons of paddy per hectare for one crop and of 6 tons 
,). r hectare for two crops a year. We fulfilled this plan at 
nc irly 100 per cent. Therefcre, in 1977, we had a paddy 
production higher than that in 1976. We could then impro- 
ve the living conditions of our people and export more 
i ice . 

Our slogan says: "If wc have rice, we can 
hive everything 11 , because our people can eat their fill, 
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we have rice to export and we can import the products we 
need. The results achieved in the agricultural production 
lay on the bases of the fundamental hydraulic projects that 
we have already achieved. The hydraulic projects are an 
important result to ensure in the future, the agricultural 
and rice production. We have solved the agricultural pro- 
blem and from these base3, the other sectors, like indus- 
try, cottage industry, cultural and social sectors, can also 
be developed. 



Another outstanding result is that we have eli- 
minated malaria which was a scourge for more than 80 per 
cent of our compatriots. In the past, every year, the num- 
ber of the people suffered of malaria were very high and 
they faced many difficulties in their work. Now, we have 
eliminated malaria at 90 per cent. So, the living conditions 
of our people have been considerably improving in the 
domain of health. 



Another outstanding result is the basic elimi- 
nation of the illiteracy which was a blemish in the former 
society . In that society there were indeed, faculties, high 
schools, secondary achocis and primary schools in the 
cities. But the majority of the people in the countryside 
were illiterate. Now, we have fundamentally solved this 
problem. Our people can read and write. That is the basis 
which allows our people to progressively increase their 
cultural level. It is not only a part of the society but the 
entire people who can learn and study. We rely on these 
bases to further develop our education and schooling. 
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As for the other results, they are lees ira- 
I rtint, but I would like to tell you that we have e^tablir 

In d and developed a sanitary network throughout the 
i ountry Each cooperative has its own medical center 
iik! its >v/n center of leaking traditional, national . - md 
\i ipular ruedecin.es. That his then allowed us to greatly 
li throve the health of the people. The present situation 
■ different from that in the old days. Previously, there 

'■ re doctor;; only in Phnc. . Penh and in the big cities. 

luw, v< have doctors all over throughout the country, 
In ail cooperatives and even in tht most remote areas 

I the country. The Level of these medical men is otiil 

I the elementary stave, but relyinj on thin basis, wc 
. Ml progressively develop their okills. 

Concurtiin.; the cottage industry and vork- 
!i ips, there is no spectacular achievement. But, cyery- 
.i« i wc have established a network of workshops,. 
I'.vt ry cooperative has its own cott! *e industry and 
" >rkohopCi. They ore the bases t, (urtlur develop :;ur 
i tta.je industry and lead it progressively tuv*;ards 
"i lustrialization . 



These are a number of outstanding results. 
ii y hay.e been achieved thanks to our people's ehdea- 
v n r 3 under the leadership of our Communist ? orty of 
. '. a. puchea. The people work v/ith their own hands, see 
"it.li their own eyes the results of their works and they 
iv. enthusiastically enjoyed thera. 



Second question: During our short stay in your 
beautiful country, we have had some evidences 
that your revolution radically cut off from the 
past. What model of society are you building 
up now ? 

Answer: We have no model in building up our new society. 

The Special National Congress held at the end of 
April 1975 clearly specified the determinant role in the revo- 
lution, in the national liberation war, played by the worker 
and peasant people, who form the overwhelming majority 
of the people. It is this worker and peasant people who have 
endured the heaviest burden in the revolution. It is then 
this same worker and peasant people who must enjoy the 
most the gains of the revolution, at present and in the future. 
The preamble of our Constitution has also stipulated this 
point. Our aspiration is to edify a society where happiness, 
prosperity and equality prevail for everybody, a society 
where there are neither exploiting class nor exploited 
class, neither exploiting people nor exploited people, and 
where everybody participates in production works and natio- 
nal defence. It is on these bases and goal that we are edi- 
fying our new society. So, the edification of the new society 
is undertaken in conformity with the aspirations of the entire 
people, especially those of the worker and peasant people 
who are the overwhelming majority of the population. If the 
people consider that the edification of this society is being on 
the correct way, then they would carry on this way. On the 
contrary, if they are not satisfied with, they would then 
decide differently. That would depend on them to decide. 
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According to our experiences, we totally rely on our 
people, in the revolution as well .13 in the national 
I iteration war . 

If the .people undertake to ([o something by 
themselves, everything can be achieved, but if not, we 
< mid achieve nothing at their place. That is to say 
that we have no pre-established model of a new society. 
We edify our society in conformity with the aspirations 
if our people aa being stipulated in the preamble of the 
Democratic Kampuchea Constitution. 



Third question: As we have seen at this stage 
of your revolution, you have mobilized all 
your national forces to develop agriculture. 
Would you have any intention tj develop also 
industry? And how would you establish the 
technical basis, that is to say how are you 
going to train the necessary cadres for this 
orientation, because for the moment, at our 
knowledge, you havt: neither university nor 
technical school ? 



^J}1^1E1 We have our objectives and plannings to quick- 
ly develop our industry. By relying on agricul- 
I ire, we endeavour to develop industry. In order to have 
n independent economy we must develop agriculture, 
"nluGtry, cottage industry and other sectors. It is thus 
In orientation to which we are paying great attention. But, 
I > edify industry, where could we find the capital? We 
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rely on agriculture. For example, we have established 
trade relations with Yugoslavia. We export agricultural 
products and we import industrial products, at one and the 
same time for the needs of agriculture and industry. In 
the parallel direction with that, we have a policy to quick- 
ly train many national technicians. 

If we speak about universities, faculties and 
colleges Jike in the old days, there would seem to you of 
non-existence. But, we have trained our technical cadres 
from the basis. In the cooperatives, there arc many specia- 
lized workshops where studies are closely linked to the 
production works. It is likewise in the factories, in Phnom 
Penh as well as in the provinces. Before liberation, there 
were a number of graduates, educated in Phnom Penh, in 
provinces or at abroad. But, as concrete results in the 
movement of cottage industry and industry, they had served 
with less efficiency than the national technicians coming 
from the basis can do at present. According to this expe- 
rience, we have trained our technicians from the basis and 
we have progressively developed their technical skills. 
They participate in the production works and have gained 
concrete experiences -positive or negative- which permit 
them to move forward. 



Before liberation, some of you had been for 
several times in Kampuchea. At that time, there were 
very few national technicians, there were many more 
foreign technicians. Now, we are attaching great impor- 
tance to the training of national technicians. As concrete 
results of our training system, let's take an example in 
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Ko licld of hydraulic projects. On the Prek Tnot river, 

hile nothing has been achieved for many years, in 1976- 
W77, we have built 5 dams. Therefore, with concrete 
practice we can draw concrete experiences, and we 
ItONcss that if we had to wait for a long time, we could 
■bt serve in due time the movement of agricultural pro- 
• lni tijn, solve and improve the standard of living of our 
pie. 

Let us take more examples. New, we produ- 
i i husking-machines and threshing-machines, hydraulic 
■Umps completely by ourselves. We produce them also 
with i2xiported engines. These machines are manufactu- 
i . .1 by our technicians. Previously, they could not be 
produced in the country. All of them must be imported. 
1 1 1 'in abroad. 



In brief, we pay great attention to this pro- 
Mem of industrial development and to the training of 

ui national technicians. We shall develop the level of 
Iheir knowledge by our own means. We think that we 
. ii <lo so at a certain degree. In combining closely 
tin- studies with the concrete practice, they have pro- 
sively gained more experiences. Then, they will 
it . to friendly countries for training so that they could 
improve their scientific and technical knowledges. 
I hoae are the principles on which we rely, but we will 
gond our trainees only to friendly countries. 



Fourth question: We have seen that your cities 
have no population. Could you explain us what 
is the objective of this operation? Why have 
you abolished the role of the money, the sala- 
ry system, the trade network? Would it be a 
passing orientation in the social and revolu- 
tionary transformation of your society or a 
model of society that you are really pursuing 
in building up ? 

Answer: There are many reasons which led us to evacuate 
7 the population from Phnom Penh and other citie3. 

The first reason was an economic one, that 
is to ensure food supply for many millions inhabitants in the 
cities. After having taken the problem into much conside- 
ration, we came to the conclusion that we could not solve 
this problem as long as such numerous population remained 
in the cities. But, if we evacuated this population to the 
countryside, in the cooperatives, the latter could feed them 
for they have rice-fields, instruments of production and 
everything they needed. We had cooperatives which could 
receive this population from the cities by letting them par- 
ticipate in rice -growing thanks to their oxen, buffaloes and 
instruments of production. In the countryside, the condi- 
tions were favorable for us while in the cities they were 
not favorable. Then, in order to solve the food problem, it 
was necessary to evacuate the population to the countryside. 
It is only when we cart solve the food problem that the people 
have confidence in the revolution. If in the cities, the popu- 
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lation died by starvation, they would not have any confi- 
dence in the revolution. 3uch was the economic reason. 

But relating to this economic problem, there 
w.io the problem of defence and security of the country, 
before liberation, we already knew the plan of defeat 
,i the US imperialists and their lackeys. According to 
this plan, after our victor/ and when we entered into 
Phnor.i Penh, they would create difficulties to uo in 
Phnoiii Penh, in the political, military, economic and 
ither fields in order to destroy our revolution. There - 
I re, taking this situation into consideration, wl eva- 
luated the cities population to the countryside, in the 
cooperatives, in ;rdcr to solvt; the food problem and, 
at the same time, to crush beforehand the US imperia- 
lists' plan so that they c _=uld not attack us when we 
entered into Phnom Penh. Thus, the cities were not 
i vacuated through a pre-established plan but they were 
In conformity with the situatijn at that time, that were 
tiie shortage of foodstuffs, the necessity to solve this 
problem f^r the population, and the US imperialists' 
wid their lackeys' plan aiming at destroying our revolu- 
tion and taking back the power. 



Concerning the function of the money, the 
I dary and trade systems, I would like to tell you as 
1'illows: 

In 1970 - 1971, we already liberated 75 to 
110 per cent of our country. At that time, we had the 
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political and military power, but not the economic power. 
The economy was in the hands of landlords and capitalists. 
Thus, these, latter amassed up the whole production for they 
had money. In the liberated areas, we fixed the price of 
paddy at 3 riels a tao (12 kilograms) , the price at which 
the population must sell the paddy to the revolutionary 
power. But, the landlords and tradesmen bought it at 100 
to 200 riels a tao and then they sold it to the Lon Nol cli- 
que. As for us, we had nothing. The population faced 
many difficulties in food supply. It was the same for our 
army. These difficulties had affected our national libera- 
tion war. After having well examined this situation, we 
decided to establish cooperatives so that they could take- 
in hands the economy, the agricultural production in the 
countryside, the management, distribution, supply system 
and the exchanges between cooperatives on one hand and 
on the other hand between cooperatives and the State. 
That is why we could take in hands the agricultural produc- 
tion and solve the problems of living conditions of the peo- 
ple. The people were enthusiastic and sent their sons and 
daughters to join the Army to fight against the enemy. 
When the cooperatives helped one another and developed 
their exchanges of products between themselves, the func- 
tion of the money had been progressively reduced. In 
1974, it was reduced by 80 per cent. Before liberation, 
only the State used money. It used it to buy various pro- 
ducts in the areas not yet liberated for the needs of the 
liberated areas under its control . After these experiences, 
we asked for the people's opinion who judged that money 
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in] no utility for the cooperatives already succeeded in 
mdling the exchange of products between themselves, 
"herefore, at that time, in the liberated areas, which 
r,d extended over more than 90 per cent of the country, 
ath nearly c > f.^rllions inhabitants, we had already solved 
■i .■• ; r iblom. When the population of the citiec were 
ocaat- .-:'. to the countryside, they were fuiLy taken in 
': t.r g'c by the coo L s r ttivec. This practice led up to jive 
■ the use of money up to now. What v/il 1 be the situation 
1 ihi future ? That would depend on our people. If the 
/''.,: juo ■> it is riece3C'afy t. \.> bock and. use money, 
dioiJ d. so. But, if tiu. people consider it is not ne- 
: . ry I ust ii.Gney, they will then decide accordingly. 
r t >r. , in the future thi r; problem would depend on 
',, ( Concrete situation. That is why wc hove told you that 
bav-i u j hmulJ r pre-established model. That would 
> •. n the development of the people's revolutionary 
i.-vcment and the progressively acquired experiences. 



Concerning the salary system, there were 
\\:, 3 habits acquired in the past. In the revolutionary mo- 
vement, especially during the national liberation war, 
I Ik re was no salary both among the cadres and in the 
irmy. As for the inhabitants, they also had no salary. 
I e fore liberation, in the liberated areas, cadres, army, 
1 ">ulation, that is nearly 6 millions inhabitants, had al- 
i ,. !y used to live without salary. We have noticed that 
ki the old days, the majority of our people had n~j salary. 
Duly th^ functionaries had salary. Therefore, with these 
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acquired habits, the population of the cities incorporated 
themselves in the cooperatives, the military and civil 
cadres, men and women fighters and workers have conti- 
nued to live following the regime of supply in practice 
during the war. V/e consider that this practice has avoided 
a heavy burden on the people and allowed us to keep this 
money mainly for national defence and edification. What 
will be the situation in the future ? That would depend on 
the concrete situation and the people. 

Concerning the trade network, the State and 
cooperatives co-operate with each other to organize it. 
The State gathers cooperative productions and distributes 
them throughout the country or exports them abroad. The 
State imports' the products from abroad to distribute them 
throughout the country. 5 far, w*. have done go. Those 
are the practices acquired during the war. What will be 
the situation in the future ? That would depend also on 
the concrete situation. That is why we have not determi- 
ned that it is definitive or provisional. We have acted 
following the concrete situation and we continue to do so. 
The people are the fundamental factor. 



Fifth question: If we have understood well, 
Democratic Kampuchea faces many problems 
and difficulties of all kinds with her neigh- 



hours. What i'" your opinion and how 
could you solve these problems and 
overcome the 1 present difficulties ? 

* 
upgwer: Like all tlii- newly liberated countries, 

Democratic Kampuchea has to face difficulties. 
That is normal. As far as I know, in the history, the 
difficulties of Kampuchea are not. as great as those 
' :ced by some newly liberated countries. But, it is a 
! ict that Democratic Kanapuchca has difficulties. 

The main difficulty is that we have abode 
by the position of independence, sovereignty and self- 
r> liance and of deciding by ourselves our own destiny. 
This position runs counter to some countries, that is 
(he expansionists and the imperialists . But we assess 
that in abiding by this position of independence, sove- 
- i n*y ind self-reliance our difficulties are less 
-. ri ■" •-; than those that we «ould face if the nation and 
t.h( p. oole of Kampuchea were subjugated or disapea- 
r< .\ . Therefore, we prefer to stand by our position of 
independence, sovereignty, territorial integrity; of 
non-alignment, G £ deciding by ourselves our own destiny 
in overcoming all obstacles. 



How to solve these difficulties ? This 
problem would depend on the factors of our side and 
those of the opposing side. We have successively 
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sought to solve this problem through meetings and nego- 
tiations. Immediately after liberation, in June 1975, my- 
self and other comrades leaders, wc had been to Hanoi". 
We decided to go and showed our goodwill in seeking to 
solve the problems existing since a long time. There 
were many problems but there was one problem, the pro- 
blem of border to be discussed. We said that Kampuchea 
wants only to live in peace and, in order to preserve, de- 
velop and strengthen the friendship between our two coun<- 
tries and peoples, she considers as State borders between 
the two countries the present borders that Vietnam has 
solemnly recognized in 1966 - 1967 and committed itself 
to respect them. Wc have not claimed our f jrmt r territo- 
ries. We have not also claimed our forioer islands. We 
have not claimed even an inch of territory. The Vietna- 
mese did not deign to reply for they have fostered greater 
ambitions, that is to take possession of the whole Kampu- 
chea under the form of "Indochina Federation" by sending 
every year many hundreds of thousands or millions of 
Vietnamese to come and install themselves in Kampuchea. 
In 30 years or more, the people of Kampuchea would be- 
come a national minority. That is very clear. 

In May 1976, we invited the Vietnamese to 
come and negotiate in Phnorn Penh, it first, they did not 
want to come. When they arrived, they said that they were 
corning because we had insisted on inviting them to come. 
During the negotiations, Vietnam has rejected the borders 
that it has recognized in 1966 and 1967 and that it has 
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• lumitted itself to respect. Vietnam told ua that in 

6 it agreed with Kampuchea for at that time it needed 

I fl ;ht against the US imperialists. Therefore, it was 
I lupery. Furthermore, Vietnam has proposed a new 

I- irderline cutting off a great part of our territorial 

Icrs. For us, that is expansionism and annexationism 
I h ii is no friendship. Because we are small, Vietnam 
ii » i < xerted pressure on us. But we have not accepted 
ii mr] the negotiations had not then led to any result. 

In the parallel direction with these nego- 

II >ii ms, the Vietnamese continued to attack us along 
IIm border aiming at forcing us to comply with. But 

liave always refused. After having waged a hard '■> 
\ gie against the imperialists and their lackeys, we 

not accept to be slaves of Vietnam. Neither our 
Ic nor our Army can accept it. 



Now, how to solve this problem ? We 
solve it in according to the concrete situation. If 
■ i nam really respects our independence and soverei- 
llflly, if Vietnam fosters a genuine friendship with us, 

i *> would be no difficulties in solving the problem. 
i III* problem could be solved at once. But if Vietnam 

bbornly wants to take possession of Kampuchea, we 
>."Mi defend our independence, sovereignty and territo- 
rial integrity. But we consider that our difficulties 
1 'H evolve and could be solved progressively. 
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First of all, we have mobilized our forces 
to resolutely defend our independence, sovereignty and ter- 
ritorial integrity. To this end, the entire people are united 
and have redoubled their endeavours to increase production, 
improve their standard of living, increase exportations in 
order to accumulate more and more capital for national 
defence and edification. 

At the same time, we think that the 
Democratic Kampuchea's friends in the world stand by our 
aide and their number has been further increased. We 
are of the opinion that there are a lot of countries which che- 
rish independence and come of them have a firm position 
of independence. Yugoslavia is an example. These inde- 
pendence - and - justice - loving countries progressively 
and clearly discern those who are right from those who 
are wrong, those who want peace and friendship from those 
who are expansionists and aggressors. 



We think the situation evolves in a direc- 
tion more and more favorable for us. Thus, those who 
want to aggress and annex Kampuchea will be progressi- 
vely aware of that they cannot do so. At that time, 
the problem would be solved. But we must continue to 
face this present situation. 
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Si xth qu es tion: In the world, they write a 
lot with or without reason that your country 
is very closed. Woul d you have any inten- 
tion to further open your couitry to the 
world ? On what principles and in what di- 
rection ? 



Answer: Since liberation, we have progressively received 
friends. After liberation, we had to solve many 
problems, we had to organize our country, solve the 
problem of the living conditions of our people, that is we 
had to arrange our country, our home. And our friends 
came one after another. We are convinced that in the fu- 
ture, more friends will come. In 1975, some of them 
came. In 1976, there were more. In 1977, there were 
more thin in 1.976. In 1978, many more friends will come 
to our country. In the future, they will be more and more. 
We open our country to our friends. We shall invite and 
wi lcorne more and more friends to our home, to our coun- 
try. And we shall further develop and strengthen our 
friendship with all friendly peoples and countries. 

us for personages and organizations that have 
shown their friendship and their spirit of justice towards 
Kampuchea, we have invited them to pay a visit to our 
country and we shall invite more of them. We are convin- 
ced thit more and more friends will come and pay a visit 
to >ur country. But we must also arrange and embellish 
oirr home to receive our guests. You have paid a visit to 
our country, you have seen with your own eyes the devas- 



19 



tations caused by the war. Those who have not seen Phnom 
Penh during the war would think that it was safe. Phnom 
Penh was not like it is today. Immediately after liberation, 
Phnom Penh was very dirty and there were everywhere 
networks of strongholds and barbed wire. Now, we have 
removed and cleaned them out. 

Seventh question: The relations between 
Democratic Kampuchea and Socialist 
Yugoslavia appear in friendship and coo- 
peration. What possibilities would you 
find to speed up this cooperation and to 
extend the collaboration between our two 
friendly countries ? 



Answer: Democratic Kampuchea and Yugoslavia are 

friendly countries and this friendship is based on 
the policy of non-alignment and independence. On this 
basis, we have ties of solid friendship to develop and 
strengthen our relations in all fields in the future. The 
relations in various fields have been developed and 
strengthened according to the possibilities of our two 
countries. As far as Kampuchea is concerned, we are 
striving to build up our country, increase our production 
and develop our trade exchangee with Yugoslavia. At 
present, our agricultural production cannot yet meet 
with all the demands of the friendly Yugoslavia. For ex- 
ample, in case of rubber, we produce some quantity 
but the quality is not equal. We are striving to improve 
the quality of our production in order to increase our 
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exchanges with Yugoslavia. Concerning the other fields, 
w# progressively set up cooperation relations in accor- 
ding to. the possibilities of our two countries. We think 
that the prospects of this cooperation are favorable for it 
does not lay only on the trade and economic relations, but 
also on an excellent political basis of friendship. 



Eighth question: Upon our return, we 
would like to present to our readers and 
tele-viewers the results, successes and 
preoccupations of Democratic Kampuchea 
and the leaders of this friendly and non- 
aligned country. That is why our last 
question is: 

Who are you, comrade Pol Pot ? 

What is the past record of the 
Secretary of the Central Committee of the 
Communist Party of Kampuchea ? 



Answer: lam pleased to answer your question. But, 

first of all, I would like to tell you that my role 
ind that of other comrades leaders represent only a small 
part of the national movement of Kampuchea, of the revo- 
lutionary movement of the Kampuchea's people. 

I am from a peasant family, during my child- 
hood, I lived with my parents and helped them in their 
Njricultural worka. But after, according to the customs, 
I lived in a pagoda to learn how to read and write. I spent 
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six years in pagoda and I had been a monk for two years. 

You are the first people to know my biography. 

When I grew up, I attended the primary school 
and after this school, I could not immediately attend the se- 
condary school because I did not pass the examination. 1 
went back to the agricultural works tj my parents:. Only- 
after that, I passed the examination for entering the secon- 
dary school. I finished my secondary education and 1 at- 
tended the technical secondary school. The studio: lasted 
more than jnc year. There were general technical stu- 
dies, especially in electricity, .vfter succeGtfully passing 



the examination I received 
studied abroad, in France. 



icholarship to centinu-. 



In the first year, I studied with diligence. 
I waa pa si's ably good student. Then I niiiitated in the move- 
ment ef the progressist students \n.al I had not enough 
time to ctudy. Two years after, as I neglected ray studies, 
the authorities cut off my scholarship. I had then to come 
back home . 



I joined the underground movement of strug- 
gle in Phnom Penh, /after that, I joined the maquis to 
participate in the struggle against French colonialists. 

After the Geneva A groements in 1954, I came 
back to Phnom Penh and carried on my underground acti- 
viti.es.ln the current life, I v/as professor of history, geo- 
graphy and civics in a private school. I have contacted 
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with various circled. I militated in the pupils, students 
and intellectuals' circles, in the workers' circles and 
also in the peasants' circles. 



In 1963, I could not stay anymore in Phnom 
Penh. I had to join the taaquis. I was not very well-known 
tj the public. But the Lon Nol's police followed my acti- 
vities. They knew me but they did not know exactly who I 
was. In Phnom Penh, I was the general responsible of 
the movement in the capital. I was also in charge of the 
liaisons with the countryside. 

I joined the maquis in 1963 and I came back 
to Phnom Penh on April 24, 1975. 

In I960, the Congress of the Party elected 
me as member of the Central Committee and member 
of the Standing Committee of the Central Committee cf 
the Party. 

In 1961, I wa3 Deputy-Secretary of the 
Standing Committee. 

In 1962, our comrade Secretary of the 
Party was secretely assassinated by the enemy. I assumed 
then the function of acting Secretary. 

In 1963, the Second Congress of the Party 
elected me as Secretary. And the following Congresses 
confirmed me successively in my charges. 

In the countryside, I stayed mainly in the 
most remote areas. I travelled all over the country. I 
know fairly well my people, the geographical and econo- 
mic situation of my country. My backing base was in 
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the region of the national minorities, that is in the North - 
Eist region. I know perfectly these national minorities. 
They were very miserable. They wore only a very small 
pagne . They had no salt to eat. Now, one cannot dis- 
tinguish them from the other people. They wear the s :me 
dress _ind live like everyone. They have enough rice, 
salt, medecines and other products. Their conditions of 
living have been considerably improved. 

I would like to tell you about a particular fact. 
In 1950. when I was student abroad, I was in a brigade 
of workers in Zagreb for more than one month during 
my vacation. I had contacts with Yugoslav peoples and 
I attended the Yugoslav folkloric performance u . So, from 
that time I had ties of friendship with the Yugoslav people.; 
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